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SATURDAY NIGHT

THE LAST
DIRTY SECRET
OF WORLD

Call it callousness, call
it reprisal, call it a policy of
hostile neglect: a million

Germans taken prisoner by

Eisenhower’s arimies died in

captivity affer the surrender

In tha spring of 1945, Adolf Hitler's
Third Reick was on the brink of col-
fapse, pround batrveen the Red Arnry,
acdvancing westward towards Berlin,
ard the Ammerican, British, and Cana-
dian araties, under the overall com-
mand of Geneval Devipht Eisenbrower,
mowing easthuard aver the Rbine, Since
the D-Day fandings in Normandy the
previous fune, the western Allies had
won back France and the Law Coun-
fries, awrd some Wehrmacht commian-
dirs woere alvaady trping o megotiate
focal surrenders, Other umits, though,
continwed to obey Hitler's ovders 1o
Sight to the last man, Most systems,
ncludipgr transport, bad broken down,
and civilians in panic flight from the
advancing Russians roamed at lavze.

WAR TWO

i H wngry ynd frighrened, Ivingin grain ficlds wichin fifey feecof
us, awaiting the appropriate time o jump up with their
handsin cheair™: thac's how Caprain H.F. MeCuollough af1he 2nd
Anti-Tank Repiment of the 2o0d Canadian Division described the
chaosofthe Germansurrender ar the end of the Second World War,
ln & day and a half, secocding to Field Marshal Bernard Meone-
gamery, 300,000 Germans surrendered co liis 21se Army Group in
northern Germany, Soon after V-E Day — May 8, 1945 ~ the
British-Canadian cartch rotalled more than Z-million, Viewally
nothing abouctheir cegaimeny sucvivesio the archives in Ougawn or
Loadan, bur some skimpy evidence from the Internationsl Com-
oiteee of the Bed Cross, the armies concerned, and the prisoners
themselves indicates thatalmostall continuedin fair health. Inany
case, mostwere quickly released and senchome, orelse iranslacread
to the French tohelp in the postwar work of reconstruction. (The
French army had itself ealken Fewer thap 300,000 prisoners. )

BY JAMES BACQUE
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Lik:: the British and Canadians, the
Americans suddenly Taced astounding
numbers of surrendering German troops:
the final tally of prisoners taken by the ULS,
army in Europe (excluding ltaly and Nocth
Africa) was 5.25-million. But the Ameri-
cans responded very differendy.

Among the early U.5. captives was one
Corporal Helimut Licbich, whe had been
wortking in an anti-aircraft experimental
group at Peenemiinde on the Balric, Liebich
was captured by the Americans on April 17,
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near Gotha incentral Germany. Forty-two
years later, he rccalled vividly that there
were no tents in the Gotha camp, just
barbed-wire fences around a field soon
churned to mud. The prisoners received a
small ration of food on the first day bat it
was then cut in half. In order to get it, they
were forced 1o run a gauntler, Hunched
over, they ran berween lincs of American
guards who hit therm wich sticks as they
scurried towards their food. On April 27,
they were teansferred to the U5 camp at

Fleidesheion Farther west, where there was
no food at all for days, then very licde,
Exposed, starved, and thirsty, the men
started to die. Liehich saw berween ten and
thirty bodies a day being dragged out of his
section, B, which acfirst held around 5,200
men. He saw one prisoner beat another 1o
death to get his licce piece of bread. One
night, when it rained, Licbich saw the sides
of the holes in which they were sheleered,
dug in soft sandy earth, collapse on men
who were too weak to struggle out, They




smothered belore anyone could getto them,
Liebich sat down and wept, “leould hardly
believe men could be so cruel to each other”

Typhus broke out in Heidesheim about
the beginning of May. Five days afier V-E
Day, on May 13, Lielich was cransferred 1o
another U5 POW camp, ar Bingen-
Rudesheim in the Bhineland near Bad
Krevenach, where he was told thar the
prisomers numbercd somewhere Between
200,000 and 400,000, all withour sheler,
foad , water, medicine, or sufficient space,

Frhosoprepl LS, Avsy Arclises

Soon he fell sick with dysentery and 1y-
phus. He was moved again, semiconscious
and delirious, in an open-topped railway
carwith abouwr sixey other prisoners: norch-
west down the Rhine, with a derour
through Halland, where the Dutch stood
o bridees o smash stones down on the
heads of the prisoners. Sametimes che
American guards fired warning shots near
the Durch tokeep chem off. Somerimes not,
Afrer three nighes, Nis fellow prisoners
helped hirm stagger inte the huge camp a

Rheinberg, near the border with che
Metherlaneds, apamwichourshelreror foad .

When a little food fnally did armve, 0
was rotten. In none of the four camps had
Liebich seen any shelter for the prisoners,
Thedeach rateinche U5, Rhincland camps
at this point, according o surviving dara

A German newspaper, Rhein-Zeltung,
has identified this uncaptioned U.5.
Army photograph of German POWs as:
camp at Sinzig-Remagen, spring, 1945
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Fresm s meclical SUTVEY, WAk about l‘hil'l.'}f Ter
cent per year, A normal death rate for a
civilian population in 1945 was berween
one and vwo per cent.

Crg dlay i June, theough the hallucina-
tions of his fever, Liehich saw *the Tom-
mies” coming into che camp. The Bricish
had taken over Rheinberg, and that proba-
bly saved his life, Ac this poing, Lichich,
wha s five-foot-ten, weighed 26 .8 pounds.

According ro stories told wo chis day by
otherex-prisoners of Kheinherp, thelascact
of the Americans before the Britsh ook
over the camp was to bulldoze one seciion

EISENHUWER

HIMSELF SIGNED THE
REQUEST TO GREATE
APRISONER CATEGORY
NOT COVERED BY THE
GENEVA CONVENTION

levelwhile there werestill livingmen in their
lerbes in the grouned,

Under the Geneva Convention, threee im-
porrant viphts are puaranteed prisooners of
wars that they will be led and sheltered 1o
the same standard as base oe depot troops of
the Capruring Powoer; that they can send
and recetve mail; and that they will be
visitedl by delegates of the Internatonal
Committes of the Red Cross (ICRCT whe
will report in secret om cheir rreatment 1o g
Protecting Fawer, (In the case of Germany,
as the povernment disineeprated in the closs
ing stages of the war, Swatzeelaond had been
dusignated the protecting power.)

In fact, German priseners tken by the
LIS, Aeimy ae the end of the Seeond World
War were denied chese and mose other
rights by a series of specific decsions and
dlirectives stemming mainly from U4,
Aoy headguarters ac SHAEF — Supreim
Heashguanrers, Allicel Expeditionary Foree,
General Dwipht Eisenhower was both
supreme comnander of SEALE = all the
Al armies i porchwestern Burope =

ag Saurlay NighoSsueresu ol

and the commanding general of the 1A,
[arces in the BEuaropean theatre, Fle was
sulject to the Combined Chiels of Staff
(CCS) of Britain and the U5 o the U5,
Joint Chiefs of Stal[(JC5), and to the policy
of the U5, government, but in the absence
of explicic directives — to the conrrary or
artherwise — ulcimate responsibilicy for the
creaement af the German prisoners in
American hones les with him,

“Gnd, [ hage the Germans” Eisenhower
wrote [0 his wife, Mamie, i Seprember,
1944, Earlier, in franc of the British ambas-
sador to Washington, he had said thay all
the 3,500 or so wolficers of the German
Creneral Staff shauld he “exterminaed.”

In March, 1945, a message o the Com-
bined Chicfs of Staff signed and initialled by
Eisenhower recommended crearing a new
class of prisoners — Disarmed Enemy
Forces, or DEFs — who, unlilie Geneva-cle-
fined prisoners of war, would not be feed by
the army after the surcender of Germany.,
This would be a dircer breach of the Geneva
Convention. The messapge, dated darch
L0, argues in part: “The additional mainte-
nance commitment entailed by declaring
the German Armed Forces priosners [sic] of
war which would necessiace che provision
of rations on a scale cqual to thae of base
troops would prove far beyond the capacity
of the Allies even ifall German souroes were
capped.” It ends: "Your approval is re-
quested, Existing plans have been prepared
wpon this basis,”

On April 26, 1945, the Combingd Chiefs
approved the DEF status Far prisoners of
war in Americnn haods 1‘.||l]}’: the British
embers had refused o adope the Ameri-
can plan for theic owo prisoners. The Com-
bined Chiels stipulated thar the staas of
disarmed Gurman teoops be kept secret,

By that rime, Eisenhower's quartermes-
ter general ar SHAEY, General Roberer Lit-
tejobn, had already paice reduced rations
o prisonees ancd 1 SMALF message signed
“Eisenhower' R |'¢:|:n::-|'l:c:| to Goenersl
George Marshall, the LS. Army chief of
stalT, that the prisoner pens would provide
“na shelter or other comforts, 7

The prablem was not supplies, There
wets oere than enough materiel scockpiled
in Lurope o construet prison-camp Facili-
Hes. Bsenbower's special assistant, Gen-
eril Everett Flughes, had visited che huge
supply dumps at Naples and Marseille and
reported: “Moree stocks than we can ever
use, Stretch oy far s eye can see” Food
shouled not bave been o problem, eicher, [n
the LS., wheat and corn surpluses woere
hipher than they had ever been, and rhere
was b record eeop of potntees, The army
iseld bl 5o et food in reserve chawhen

a whaole warehouseful was dropped from
the supply lists by accident in England it
was 1ot ooticed for three mooths. [n addi-
riom, the Internacional Commitee of the
Red Cross hadover LO0,000 cons of Food in
storage in Switzerland. When it cried to
send twe trainloads of this to the American
sector of Germany, US, Acmy officers
turmed the teaing bacls, saying theic ware-
houses wers already overflowing with ICRC
frad which they had never distributed.

Monetheless it was through the supply
sile that the palicy of deprivation was car-
ricd out, Water, food, tencs, space,
medicine — vverviling necessary for the
prisoners was kept fatally scarce. Camp
Rheinberg, where Corporal Liebich would
Eerch up in mid-bay, shivering with dysen-
rery and vyphuos, had no food arall when ic
was opened on April 17, Asin the other big
“Rhinc muadow'" camps, opened by the
Aunericans in micl-April, there were no
guard owers, tents, buildings, cooking fa-
cilities, water, latrines, or food.

Gueorpe Weiss, a tank repairman who
now lives in Toronco, recalls of his camp on
the Rhine: “All night we had to sic up
jammed against cach other, But the lack of
waret was the worst thing of all. For three
anel o half days, we had no water atall, We
would drink our own wrine, .

Private Heinz T, (hissurname is withheld
at his request) had just tiened eighteen in
hospital when the Americans walled ince
higs warel on FLpri.] 18, e and all his fellow
patients were thken out o the comp ac Bad
Krewzoach in che Rhineland, which alecady
held several huncred thousand prisonecs.
Heiny was wearing only o pair of shoes,
shoes, and a shirt,

Ileeing was Far [rom the younpest in the
camp, which also held thousands of dis-
placed German civilians., There were chil-
dren as young as six among the prisoners, as
well gy pregnant women, sl men over
sixty. At the beginning, when trees seill
frew in thecamp, some men I1Ii|l]i1|;l;'d byt
ol limbs o build a fire. The guards ardered
the fire put oLl 5} many af the 1.:11¢|L:'Sl.lr1:$,
it was forbickden 1o cdip holes in the ground
for shelier, Al wo had o eat was prass,”
Fleing remembers,

Claeles von Luttichau was convalescing
at home when be decided 1o surrender vol-
witkakrily 1 LS, troops about o oceupy his
heuse, e was tken to Camp Kripp, oo the
Rhine near Remagen,

e were kept in erowded Barbed-wire
eages in the open with scaveely any Tood,”

The POW camps clustared all along tho
Rhine mark tho flaal successful Allio:d
thrust lnto Germany. Tha U.S. Army
oMicinlly took 5.25-mllllon prisoners
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MAIN ALLIED CAMPS

MAIN ALLIED CAMPS

IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM

1 Harlin

2 Mieppn

3 AlLieley

4 Churbioury
5 elta Hasu
& Alencon

7 Rennes

3 Evran

9 Charmpagni
10 Grlisans
11 Thorde-Ins-Finz
12 Mulzanne

13 Wuntril -Wellay
T Amhniss

15 Boyrges

16 Sowtac

17 SL-Midard up-Jalles
18 f3rrmignan

19 Apdereos

20 Dazgaague

21 Figzog

22 Lubuuhwyre

23 Bnglnze

i Enynnne-Beyris

28 Gurs

26 Les Subilus-Puriel
27 Lastrns

28 Le Verned 1 Arié e
29 Miwesaltes

A0 Marsuille

31 fmleagnn

312 Malhonse & S1.-Louis
33 Calmar

34 Lo ies

da Hoeneelu-Chieau
JB Wailly-le Tarp

37 Vitewle-Francois
B Ste-Menlpuld
i Mz

AN Brumath

41 Sairebuury

42 Sarralby

A9 Quorijschn

44 Murs

A% Blenay

A5 Erbizoul

a7 Muis

41 Osteni

IN GERMANY

1 Banferich

7 Ahninheng

3 Wickeathtrg
4 Kl

b Kuimagen

[i & nry

T Brotzenhnim
B fulernnch

8 Budpsheim
10 & arshahn
11 Bingan & [iwtershuein

12 Ingelizim

13 Hechitsheine
14 Sinleshrim
15 B Krenznach
16 Mannl:pim
A7 Widieburiy
16 Huilbna
14 New Ellm
1 Borgan

21 [mpalstads
22 Rayeasbury
23 fapshinrg
24 Dachne

Sernzday MighiSserreansn ighe 35

25 Lanwlsliae

26 Planeyy

¥ Bubunfausui
28 Bad Rihliny
24 Gotha

3 Miirster

I Begmen

32 Aurich



he recalled cecenty, “More than half the
days we had no foed atall. Qo the rest, we
got a lictle K ration. I could sew from the
package that they were giving us une-tenth
of the rations chac chey issued o cheir own
men, .. .- Lo complained o the American
camp commaneler thache was breaking che
Geneva Comveneion, but be just sail, "Foe-
aetche Coovention. Youhaven'tany rights”

“The lacrines were jusc logs Aung over
clitches nexe oo the barbed-wire fences. Te-
cause of Ulness, the wen had wo defecate on
the ground. Soon, many of us were too
weak go toke off our trousers frsc. 50 our

WRKGREWS

REMOVED DOG TAGS,
STRIPPED THE BODIES,
AND STACKED THEM IN
LAYERS INTERBEDDED
WITH QUICKLIME

clothing was infected, and so was the i
where we had v walk and sicand e down.
In these conditions, our men very soomn
starteel 1o die. Within a few days, some of
the men who had pone healchy into che
CHEL WETL duseel. T gawe our men dr.‘!gging
many badics to the gate of the camp, where
they were theown loose on top of each other
onto rucks, which took them away”

Voo Luttichau's mother was American
and he later emigrated o Washington,
3., where he became a historian and
wrote 1 military history for the U5 Army,
He was in the Kripp camp for about three
mgmehis.

Wolfgang [FF, who was imprisoned ar
Blicinberg and stll lives in Germany, re-
ports that, in his subsection of perhaps
L0000 prisoners, thirty o forty bodies
were dragped out every day. & member of
the burial work parcy, Hf says he helped
hawl the dead from hiscage oug o the gate of
the camyy, where the bodies were carricd by
wheelbacrow to several |.!li|.; stec] arages,
There T anel bis veam strippoedd the coepses
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of clothing, snapped off half of cach alu-
minum dog tag, spread che bodies in Tayers
af fifteen to tweoty, with ten shovelfuls of
quicklime over each layer till they were
stackel n metre high, placed dhe personal
effeces in a bag for the Americans, then lefr,
Some of the corpses were dead of gangrenc
following frosthite. (It was an uousually
wer, cold spring.) A dowen or more athers
hid grown tooweak to clingiothelog flung
across the ditch for a lacrine, and Tusd Gallen
of Fanc drowned,

The conditions in the American camps
alang the Rhine in late April were obscrved
by two colonels in che LY, Arowy Medical
Corps, James Mason and Charles Beasley,
who deseribee them in a paper publishued in
1950 “Huddled close topether for
warinch, behined the borbed wice wasa mose
awesome sight — nearly [O0000 Laeeard,
apathetic, dircy, paunt, blank-staring men
clad in dirty ficld groy uniforms, and stand-
ing ankle-cleep in mud, . .. The German
Division Convmander teported char che
ey Tond e eaten Tor ar lease b clays, aned
theprovision of water was a major proddem
— yet omly 200 yards away was the River
Fhioe runoing bankhul”

O av 1, 1945, che first German pris-
omers of wario US. hands were reansferred
to DEF soatus, Uhe same day, the U5 War
Department banned mail o or from the
prisonees. T%hen the Internacional Com-
pmircey oof the Red Cross supgesoed aoplan for
restariog mail in July, it was cejected . )

i May 8,%-E Day, the German govern-
menr was abolished and, simultaneously,
the U5, Scare Department dismissed
Sveitzerland as the protecting power foe the
German prisopers. [Prime bMinister
Mackengie King of Canada procested o the
Foreign Office in London the parallel re-
meenval of the Swiss as procecting power in
British-Canadian camps, but
squel ched for his pains, )% ith this done, the
Scate Department informed the Interna-
tional Comonitces of the Red Cross thar,
shiee TheTe wiss g protecting power 1o
report 1o, there wis no Jonger any point in
visiting the camps,

From then on, priseners held by the .5,
Army had no access o any impartial ob-
server, oo could they recelve Food parcels,
cloching, or medicines from any relic
agency, or letters from their kin,

General George Paoon’s U5, Third
Army was the only army in the whole Eu-
ropean theatee o free sipoificant numbers
of captives during May, saving many of
them from probable death. Both Omoar
Bradloy and General |LC.H. Lee, Comman-
der Communicatons Zone (Com Z) Eu-
rope, ordered o release of prisoners within

Wil

a week of the war's end,
but o SHAEF order signed
“Eisenhower'™ counter-
manded theme on dlay 15,

Thut same day, necord-
ing ro @ minuce of their
meeting, Geoeral Eiscn-
horweer and Prime Miniscer
Churchill talked aboue re-
ducing prisoner racions.
Churchill asked for an
agreement on the scale of
rations for prisoners, be
cause he would soon bave
Fer announee curs in che
British meat ration and
wanteel ro make sure that
the prisemers “as bar as pos-
sible . .. should be Fud oo
those supplies which we
could best spare.” Elsci-
hower replied thar be had
already Sprven che matter
considerable atention,”
but was planning oo re-ex-
amine the whole thing 1o
see “whether or oot a fues
ther reduction wis possi-
brle Bl el Churchill thac
MOWs had been pecting
2,200 calories i day. (The
LS. Aoy dlucical Corps
comstclered 2,130 an abso-
luge minnmum subsisience
level for sedentary acults
living wnelee sheleer. U5
troops wire 1gsued £ 000
calorics a day.) What he
dicl wor cell Churehill was
chitt e army wes it feced-
ing the DEFs acall, or was
feeding chem far less thao
thase who sull cojoyed
prisonee-of-war status,

Hotons were reduced
apain soon after thiss o divect oot was
vecorded 1o the Quartermaster Beporis.
Bur indirest cuts were cking place as well.
e was the effect of cxrrsordinery gaps
between prisoner strength ag given on the
cation Lists and efficial Fon hand™ cons,
and bepween the oa-hand counts and che
actual number of prisoners in the camps.

The menculous Geneeal Lee prew so
worricd about the discrepancies thar be
fired off @ challenging cable [vom his huad-
quarters in Paris ro SEAEF headgquariers in
Frankturs:

“This Heacdquarters is having considur-
able difficeley an establishing acdequare ba-
sis For requisitioning rations fer prisuners
of war currently held in Theater. .., In
response 1o inguires from this Headquar-
ters L soverad \'.‘u':.-'ing sraerments of nunt-
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ber of prisoners held in Theater have been
publishec by s11a18"

He then cites che Tacest SHAR statement:

"Cable o0 daved 31 May states
LS D00 prisoners of war and 1,200,000
disarmed German Torees on hand, Do
available figures aechis Headquarters show
prisencrsalwarm Com 2 910,980, in Com
£ transtent enclosures [LO02 422 and in
Twelfth Avmy G 965,135, making a total
of 2,878,537 and an addivienal 1,000,000
disarmed German forces Germany and
Austrin”

The sitwation was astoundingg Lee way
repacting o millicn more wen o the 15,
Army caanps fn Puerope thae SEHALE said iy
Dancl o ing laeserkes, Bue he was weestling with
chie wind: he had to base Lis issue of food on
the number of prisoners oo hand suppliced

to him by SHAEF -3 (O perations),

Civen the general tirmoil, fluctuating
and inaccurate tallivs were probably in-
evitable, bur more than Tamillion captives
can actually be seen disappearng beoween
twin ruports of the Theater Provost Mar-
shal, ssued on the samwe day, [une 2, The
last in nserivs of daily repores frons the TTM
levgs 2,870,400 PO on hand ot June 2,
he firse veport of the new weekly series,
chateel the sae day, says chat there are only
ESE,000 o hand, Av one poiot i the
micldlie of fume, che prisoner serengrh on the
ration lise was shown as 1421558, while
o Lee's and other evidence there wore
prealably aloest three tiones thal member,

Spreading the rations thinaner was one

YR Erinlee stoevarion, Another was
accomplished by some strange anny boaok-

It was U.S. Army pelicy to provide *‘no
shelter or other comforts'” In the pris-
oner enclosures: the men lved in holos
in the earth which thay dug thomeolves

keeping duriog Juoe and Julv, A millios
prisonees whe hud been receiving at least
somte food because of cheir noouoal OW
st lost theie vights and eheir food when
they were sceretly cransferred w the DEF
statug. The shiftwas mace deliberacely over
iy weeks, with careful ateention paid o
paintaiing plavsilde balances in SHAEF's
weekly PO and DEF reports, [The dis-
erepancy boevween these "shifted” Trom
PORY searos during the period from Juoe 2
1o July 28 anel those “received” in the DEF
stalus is enly 00b3 pod cene,) The reclassili-
ention to DEF did not require any trnsler
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of men to new camps, or involve any new
organizakion o get German civilian sup-
plies to them, The men siayed where chey
were, All that happened was tha, by the
claccer of o typewriter, their skimpy bic of
LIS, Army food was stapped.

The effeer of g policy avvanged chrough
accountancy and conveyed by winls and
nods — withouor wricten orders — wnas firso
eeinystily, then vo frusceace, chen toexhaust
che middle-rank officers who were respon-
sille for POWSs, A colonel in the Quarcer-
master Section of the advance U5, fighting
umits wrote a personal plea o Chuarteemas-
ter General Robert Lieelejoln as eaely as
April 27"
(e Fifreench Acmy, no subsistence has
leen recerved nor do 1 expecr any, Wha
clesirable Class [Land [V [rations] we hove
rL‘ﬁE:i'\"L‘d ]'I{I,H |:H'.I:!II: it i!'l!l}" HIN |.|:'H: .‘;-L'lffl_'f-i:ll'l‘i.-kf
of the Armies, upon personal appeal acul
las Dbeen msignificanc in celation o che
cdemancdswhich arebeing putupon us by che

Msicle From the 7 30 tons ceceived

influs of prisoners of war”

Rumours of conditions i the camps can
through che LLS, army, oy, those camps
were bad news, said Benedict K, Zobrist, o
cechnical sergeant in the Medical Corps.
"W were warned o stay as far away s we
coubd ™ In My anel eacly fune of 1945, 0
ceam of LS, Army Medienl Coeps docrars
did survey some af the Rhinelancd camyps,
bolding just over 80,000 German POWs,
les peport 15 oussing feom che approprizi
section of the Maromal Archives in Wash-
inj’,l_'ﬂr], I_:ll,|.1 Twwie .‘il.!l:llr'I{!iﬂ'}' SIS I'L'Fll.":.:"
duce same of the findings, The three mam
killers were diarrheca and dysencery
trreated as one catcpory), cardiac disense,
anel poemme i, B, sieainig medical rer-
minclogy, the dociors also vecorded dearhs
Frenm “temaciacion™ and Mexhansion,”” And
thewr daca revealed death rates eighiy times
as high as any peacerime norm,

Chdy %7 per cenc oo lifceon porcent ol the
Prisoners bl dhicel of canses clearly associ-
arcel with lnck of food, such as emaciation
and dehydration, and “exhauseion” Bur
the ather diseases, diccerly arceiburable o
eaposure, overcronding, lilth, and Tock of
ﬁi_'ll'litﬂl'i“['l p WEETL 'I,I.'III:|EH||:'|| l‘fll“}' E?{.{’ICL‘T[‘HH‘L"I\'
by starvation, As the report noted, “Expo-
sure, overcrovding of peos and lack of food
and sanitary focilines all contibuced 1o
these excessive [deach? rares™ The daga,
mnst e remembered, were taken from the
PO camps, not from the DEF camps.

By the el of ddaw, 1945, more people
haed alveacly dicd in che U5, camps than
witlel die in che atomic blaseat Fliroshima.

Dn_]um: 4, 1945 a cable signed " Eisen-
e poled "-J'Z-’rl:-;h['rt;i;lnn thie i was “ur-
pgently necessary to reduce the nooeher of

ag Sarueday Mighi S serreang g8

prisoners ar earhivst apportunsty by dis-
charging all dlassesof prisaners not ltkely to
he reqquired By Allies”" It is hard to under-
stand what proomgted this cable. Mo reason
Foor it is eviclent in the massive cable crattic
thar survives the period in the archives m
Lonclon, Washingren, and Abilene, Kan-
s, Al Four froon ordering Eisenhower to
["'I.kl:_‘ 0or |"|1'_'IIL| CATL 8D pri.'i:jru:r&i, L[]E c{:llrlhi.]ll_'d
Chiefs" message of April 26 had arged him
not o take inany move atter V-E Day, even
for ahoar, Monetheless more cthan 2-mil-
Hoo DEFS were timpowncled afeer blay 3.

During June, Gormany wiy partitioned
nkno e of occupation and in July, 1945,
SHAEFwas dishanded. Esenbower, revert-
ine w0 his single role as U5, commandiog
meneral in Europe, became military gover-
nor of the U4, sone. Fle continued o keep
ot Red Cross representanves, ane the U5,
Army also informed Amercican rebief teams
that the zone was closed to chem, Beowas
closed to all eelief shipoenrs as well — undil
Decerdwer, 1945, when o slight relaxarion
LILINE LD ﬂﬂ.ﬂ."l_-[.

Alser starting m July, the Americans
ol orver berweeen GO0 OO0 and 700,000
Crerolan coprives to the French o help ee-
parr damages done oo their counery during
the war. Many of the transterces were in Fee
L%, camps clustered around Diercesheim,
pear Maing, in the section of Germany char
b just come under French contral. {dbost
off the rest were in U5, camps in France. )

On July L a French army unit ook over
Dietersheim and sevenreen davs later
Caprain Julien arcoved o assume <ome
mand. His report sucvives as part of an
army inguicy inco a dispure between Julien
andl bis predecessor. In the firse camp he
entered, he restificd m fnding muddy
gu)uucl "'p{:n]:-]{.'cl wilh li'.'[llg__i; :-il-CCl:.‘El’.‘rt'lS,"
sonie of whom died 25 he wached, Ochers
loelellecl wnder birs of cardboard which they
clutched although the July dov was hot
Wormen lving 1 hales o the ground seared
up s bimwith hunger oedema bulging thetr
bcllics in gross parody ol pregnancy; old
men with lang grey hair watched b fee-
bily; childeen of six or seven with the rac-
coon rings ol staevaton looked achin from
lifeless eyes. Dwo German docress in che
“hospiral” were erying o care for the dying
on the grownd under the hor sky, beoween
thenuarks of the tene chiar che Americans had
taleen with rhem. Julicn, whe had fought
against the Gormans wich his regiment, the
Jeme Bépiment de Tieatlleurs Alpériens,
Fawnel hinsell thinking o horcoe: “This is
just like che photographs of Buchenwald
and Dachau™

There were 103,500 people in the five
camps reand Deetersheur and among them
[ulien's offrcers connted 32 6:H1 whao could

dao no works a2t ozl These were released
imvmediacely, [nall, two-thirds of the pris-
orerstaken over by the French chat sumrner
from Amercan camps in Germany ancd in
Frange were useless for reparations labouwr.
In the camp at Sainte-Marthe, 613 of 700
caplives were reported o be unable w
work. At Erbiseui near Mons, Belgiom,
according 1o & wrtten complaing, Twenry-
five per cent of che men recerved by the
French were “déchets " or garbage.

[r: July and Augose, as U5, Quartermas-
ter Littlejohn signalled wo Eisenhower in
due course, the Arma food reserves in Eo-
rope grew by thirv-nine per cene,

On Augost 4, a one-sentence order
sigied “Eisenhower” condemned aff pris-
oners of war still on hand in che U5, camps
o DEF status: “Effective immediately all
mgmbers of the German Forces held in LS.
custadyinthe American zoneof occupartion
in CERMANY will be considered as dis-
arreed ensmy forces and noe as heving the
status of prisoner of war” Mo reason was
prven. Surviving weekly tallics suggest the
dual ¢lassificaton was preserved, but, for
the POYYs now bemng treated as DEFs, the
death rare gquadropled within a few weeks,
from .2 per cont per week to 8 per cent.

Longteme DEFs were dving at nearly five
cirmes that rate. The official “Weekly PW &
DEY Report” for the week ending Seprom-
ber &, 1945, still exises inche U5 Narional
Arclives i Washingron. It shows i aggre-
mate of 1,036,482 prisoncrs being held by
the LS. Army in the European thearre, ol
whom about two-thicds are identificd as
POV, The other third — 363 387 men —
are DEFs. During chatone week, 15,031 of
|.||.L'['|I d.!l."d.

In November, 1943, General Ensen-
hower succeeded George MMacshall as U5,
Army chief of seaff and recurned tothe UL,
[ January, 1946, thecamps stll held signit-
want numbers of caprives but the US, had
wontiel down its prisoner 'I'Iuitiiilgh alrmost
m sero by the end of 1946, The French
concinged holding hundreds of thousands
throwgh 19440, byt :_:.r:!di::ﬂ]_'; reduced the
oumber o pothing by abou 199 Durnng
rhie L9505, imost nowr-recornd marerial relat-
ing ro the LS. prison camps was destroved
by the Army,

Fisenbower had dcptun‘d the Cermuns’
wseless defence of the Reich in the last
maonths of the war because of the waste of
Tibe. At Tespst ren cimes as many Geomans —
undoubredly 500000, almost certamly
mare tham SOO000, and quite prﬂ-h.IH}'
aver l-million — ded o the French and
Aiterican camps as were killed moall che
combat on the Western Front in nocthwest
Europe from America’s enery into the war
in 1941 through to April, 1945, -



